
  The semi with our dwarf 
conifer order arrived from Iseli 
Nursery in Boring, Oregon. Iseli 
specializes in growing rare and 
unique dwarf conifers in a variety 
of shapes, sizes and colors. Nearly 
all of these ornamental conifers 
aren't ªcreatedº, but are accidents of 
nature that have been discovered 
by someone. Most are the sponta-
neous mutation of an existing 
plant, or a seedling whose genetic 
combination came up way 
di• erent than it's parent. Iseli 
grows hundreds of thousands of 
seedlings, looking for a certain 

good thing. We've been growing 
these dwarf conifers at the Farm 
for 25 plus years and mostly stock 
varieties that we know to be able 
to handle our northern climate. If 
you like conifers or unusual 
plants, come by and have a look. 

color or shape that is signi®cantly 
di• erent than currently available 
selections. € e discovery of a new 
seedling is a special event for 
conifer lovers. €e se seedling 
selections are then tested for 
hardiness, both from heat and 
cold, and their tolerance to 
excessive moisture, drought and 
direct sunlight. People seem to 
either love or hate the more 
unusual dwarf conifers - there 
doesn't seem to be a middle 
ground. We like that quality - 
these plants almost demand 
attention and comment - that is a 

In the Works

   W ith the trend toward sustainable landscaping - 
here are some goals for ªgreenº landscaping that the 
City of Maplewood developed. 
1. Green Design: Create aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes that meet the needs of people and 
bene®t the environment. 
2. Rain Water: Put rain water to use in the yard. 
Keep rain water on site. 
3. Energy Landscaping: Reduce heating and 
cooling costs with plants and trees. 
4. E•ective Resource Use: Minimize the use of 
water, fertil izers and pesticides. 
5. Native Plants: Plant natives to enhance habitat 
for wildlife. 

If you are interested in creating a green landscape, 
come by or give us a call and we can help you meet 
your green goals. We have been implementing 
green landscape since our inception in 1978 and 
continue to educate ourselves on green landscaping 
alternatives. Let's work together to make our little 
corner of the world more sustainable.
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Earthly Delights

   Here's an unusual recipe that Kate and 
Denny have been making lately that we really 
like. It is an adaption of the college classic, 
Ramen noodles called Ramen with Pork, 
Scallions and Cabbage.
   ªDo not substitute other types of noodles for the 
ramen noodles here. We found it best to use 
low-sodium soy sauce here because the oyster-
¯avored sauce is quite salty. •e sauce in the dish 
will seem a bit brothy when ®nished, but the liquid 
will be absorbed quickly by the noodles when 
serving.º -- •e B est Skillet Recipes by Cooks 
Illustrated. 
   €is is a quick and easy recipe that is sure to 
be a ªre-doº. We think it would be just as good 
with chicken or beef, but haven't tried yet. Find 
the recipe on our ªGrill Guideº page.
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